
Salix sessilifolia Nutt.
soft-leaved willow

Salicaceae - willow family
status: State Sensitive, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G4 / S2

General Description: Shrub or small tree 2-8  m tall, with a trunk up to 1  
dm thick; leaves , young twigs , and capsules  copious ly covered with 
long, soft, loose, unmatted hairs , but less  so with age. Stipules  minute, 
dec iduous; petioles  1-5  mm long. Leaf blades  lance-shaped to oblong, 
(2 .5) 3-7  (10) times  as  long as  wide, the well-developed ones  3-10 x 
1-3 .5  cm; both s ides  are light green, densely hairy, soft and velvety to 
the touch, and have margins  toothed with small, widely spaced teeth 
(sometimes  entire). Winter buds  covered with a s ingle, nonres inous , 
caplike scale.
 
Floral Characteristics: Male and female catkins  borne on separate plants . 
C atkins  develop on leafy branchlets  after the leaves  develop. Floral 
s cales  yellow to light yellowish green, hairy, and dec iduous . Stamens  2; 
filaments  conspicuous ly hairy below. Female catkins  3-5  (10) cm long; 
s tigma lobes  long and s lender. Flowers  May to June.
 
Fruits: C apsules  hairy, 3-5  mm long, occas ionally 3-valved.
 
Identif ication Tips: The young leaves  and twigs  of S. sess ilifolia are 
copious ly covered with soft, loose, unmatted hairs  on both s ides , and the 
leaves  are 2 .5-10  times  as  long as  wide. In contras t, the young leaves  
and twigs  of S. columbiana* are s ilvery from s tiff, appressed hairs  (rapidly 
becoming greener and nearly hairless ), and the leaves  are 5-15 (20) 
times  as  long as  wide. The female catkins  of S. columbiana* are 4-10 cm 
long, generally longer than those of S. sess ilifolia.
 
Range: Southern B.C ., south to northern C A .
 
Habitat/Ecology: Wet lowland habitats , inc luding s ilty or sandy 
riverbanks , riparian fores ts , dredge spoils , sandy beaches , and at the 
upper edge of an intertidal zone. A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude Sitka willow 
(Salix s itchens is ), P ac ific  willow (S. lucida s sp. las iandra), C olumbia River 
willow (S. fluviatilis ), black cottonwood (Populus  balsamifera ssp. 
trichocarpa), red alder (Alnus  rubra), big-leaf maple (Acer macrophyllum), 
and red-os ier dogwood (Cornus  sericea ssp. sericea).
 
Comments: C urrent threats  at some s ites  inc lude heavy rec reational 
use, competition from invas ive plants , and highway recons truc tion. This  
taxon is  also rare in B.C .
 
References: Douglas  et al. 1998-2002, vol. 5 .
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