
Rotala ramosior (L.) Koehne
lowland toothcup

Lythraceae - loosestrife family
status: State Threatened, BLM sensitive, USFS sensitive

rank: G5 / S1

General Description: A  small, hairless  annual with s imple or branched, 
erec t to pros trate s tems up to 15  cm tall. Stems angled. Leaves  
oppos ite, 1 .5-3  cm long, blades  lanceolate to oblanceolate, tapering 
gradually to a short petiole.
 
Floral Characteristics: Flowers  inconspicuous , usually 1  (2-3 ) per axil, 
sess ile. C alyx with sepals  united, forming a bell-shaped, shallowly 
4-lobed hypanthium, 1 .5-2 .5  mm, becoming spherical and 3-4  mm in 
fruit. P etals  white, about 1  mm long. Stamens  and s tyle not exserted. 
Flowers  June to A ugus t.
 
Fruits: C apsules  spherical, 4-celled, about 3  mm long, opening along the 
septa.
 
Identif ication Tips: Rotala ramos ior is  dis tinguished from Ammannia 
robus ta by its  white flowers , which are usually solitary in the leaf axils , 
and its  petioled leaves . In contras t, Ammannia has  pale lavender flowers  
occurring in c lus ters  of up to 5  per axil, and sess ile leaves  with c lasping 
bases .
 
Range: B.C . and O ntario, C anada; WA  to C A , and most of the central and 
eas tern U .S; Mexico; the West Indies .
 
Habitat/Ecology: Damp areas  in fine sand and s ilt, wet swampy places , 
mudflats , lake and pond margins , and along free-flowing river reaches . 
Found in riparian wetlands  growing below high water, often in a 
community of small emergent annuals . A ssoc iated spec ies  inc lude 
narrowleaf willow (Salix exigua), grand reds tem (Ammannia robus ta), 
rushes  (Juncus  spp.), needle spike-rush (Eleocharis  acicularis ), southern 
mudwort (Limosella acaulis ), yellowseed false pimpernel (Lindernia dubia), 
tapertip flatsedge (Cyperus  acuminatus ). E levations  in WA : 60-690 m 
(200-2260 ft).
 
Comments: In WA , much of this  spec ies ' habitat and some his torical 
populations  have been submerged by large hydroelec tric  dams. 
C urrently, most populations  occur along the remaining free-flowing 
reaches  of the C olumbia River and its  tributaries ; it is  also known from 
lake shorelines  in the channeled scablands . This  spec ies  is  vulnerable 
to ups tream and downstream hydrologic  development. I t is  also rare in 
C anada, O R, MT , C O , A Z, NE , MN, IA , M I , and the northeas tern s tates . 
We also have an unconfirmed report from a prairie remant in Thurs ton 
C ounty.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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