
Corispermum pallidum Mosyakin
pale bugseed

Chenopodiaceae - goosefoot family
status: State Possibly Extirpated

rank: GH / SH

General Description: A dapted from Flora of North A merica (1993+): 
A nnual branched from the base, 5-25  cm tall, with branched to 
s tar-shaped hairs  and minute bumps , espec ially on veins  of young 
brac ts  and upper leaves . O ccas ionally almost hairless , espec ially at 
maturity. Leaves  alternate, blades  narrowly linear to linear-spatulate, 
rarely almost threadlike; flat, or occas ionally with s lightly rolled-up 
margins , 20-50 x 1-2  (3) mm.
 
Floral Characteristics: Inflorescence terminal, flowers  solitary in axils  of 
leaflike brac ts . Brac ts  narrowly ovate-lanceolate or lanceolate, (5) 
10-15 (20) x 2-5  mm. Tepal 1  (to sometimes  3  or occas ionally absent), 
small, s calelike.
 
Fruits: Winged utric les , lens-shaped, pale, s lightly shiny or dull, usually 
s traw-colored or yellowish brown, occas ionally with reddish brown spots , 
dis tinc tly broades t beyond the middle, 2 .8-3 .5  (3 .8) x 2 .4-2 .8  (3 .3) 
mm. Wings  thin, trans lucent, 0 .7-1  mm wide, margins  erose or 
irregularly toothed. Identifiable in midsummer to fall. In WA , his torical 
occurrences  were identified June to July.
 
Identif ication Tips: This  spec ies  is  not in H itchcock & C ronquis t 
(1973); it and several other spec ies  key to Corispermum hyssopifolium, 
a nonnative spec ies . Mature fruits  are needed for identification. C. 
pallidum overlaps  in range with C. villosum and C. americanum. Unlike C. 
pallidum, the fruits  of C. villosum are not winged. C. americanum is  
dis tinguished by the wings  of its  fruit, which have smooth margins  (not 
toothed or bumpy), and are narrower (0 .2-0 .4  mm wide); it also lacks  
minute bumps  on its  young brac ts  and upper leaves .
 
Range: Endemic  to WA .
 
Habitat/Ecology: His torically found on sandy sagebrush plains  in dry or 
drifting sand, from 300 to 400 m (900-1300 ft). O ne collec tion 
occurred with bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata) and Indian ricegrass  
(Achnatherum hymenoides ). A pparently nearly res tric ted to the sand 
depos its  of the Q uincy Bas in in Grant C o.
 
Comments: Known from 4  his torical occurrences  in Grant and Douglas  
cos . from 1893 to 1953. C urrently, there are no known extant 
populations . Mos t of the his toric  habitat has  been converted to irrigated 
agriculture.
 
References: Flora of North A merica 1993+, vol. 4 ; Mosyakin 1995.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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