
Collomia macrocalyx Leiberg ex Brand
bristle-flowered collomia

Polemoniaceae - phlox family
status: State Sensitive, BLM sensitive

rank: G3G4 / S1

General Description: A nnual, up to 1  dm tall, with fine, short, soft hairs  
below; rough to the touch and s lightly s ticky above. Stems branched 
when well developed; the main s tem and branches  terminate in dense 
flower c lus ters  with leafy brac ts . Leaves  entire; those below the 
inflorescence few, sometimes  dec iduous , with petioles  and small, elliptic  
blades , sometimes  oppos ite. Leaves  subtending flower c lus ters  linear, 
1-3  cm x 1-2  mm, tapering to a s lender point.
 
Floral Characteristics: Flowers  in terminal headlike c lus ters . Sepals  
fused into a calyx tube with 5  lobes; the lobes  elongate, narrow, firm, 
tapered to a sharply pointed tip, unequal, the longer ones  (4) 5-11 mm 
long in fruit. C orolla blue, fused into a tube, about 1  cm long; lobes  5 , 
2-2 .5  mm long. Stamens  5; filaments  short, less  than 1  mm long, 
somewhat unequally inserted a little below the recess  between the lobes . 
Flowers  late May to early June.
 
Fruits: C apsules .
 
Identif ication Tips: O ccurs  with several other Collomia spec ies  within its  
range; it is  dis tinguished by the long, sharply pointed, unequal calyx 
lobes , blue flowers , and s tamens  ins ide the corolla tube at different 
levels .
 
Range: O R, ID, and WA .
 
Habitat/Ecology: Dry open places  eas t of the C ascades ; on talus , rock 
outc rops , sagebrush s lopes , and lithosols . V egetation is  generally 
sparse and spec ies  divers ity is  low. A ssoc iates  inc lude big sagebrush 
(Artemis ia tridentata), s tiff sagebrush (Artemis ia rigida), purple sage 
(Salvia dorrii), snow buckwheat (Eriogonum niveum), rock buckwheat (E. 
sphaerocephalum), thyme-leaf buckwheat (E. thymoides ), bluebunch 
wheatgrass  (Pseudoroegneria spicata), threadleaf phacelia (Phacelia 
linearis ), grand collomia (Collomia grandiflora), and C arey's  bals amroot 
(Balsamorhiza careyana). E levations  in WA : 250-650 m (870-2130 ft). 
A s  a winter annual, seeds  germinate after autumn rains . The dens ity and 
s ize of populations  varies  widely each year, due to differences  in c limatic  
conditions . Weedy nonnative annuals  are common competitors  in the 
mic rohabitats  occupied by C. macrocalyx.
 
Comments: Threats  to this  spec ies  inc lude competition from cheatgrass  
(Bromus  tectorum) and other nonnative plants , lives tock grazing, off-road 
vehic le use, and military training. I t is  also rare in O R.

Adapted from Field Guide to the Rare Plants of Washington
http://www.washington.edu/uwpress/search/books/CAMFIE.html
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